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INDUCTIVE BIBLE-STUDIES.—SECOND SERIES. 


[Copyright by W. R. ‘Harper, 1888.] 
Forty Studies on the Life of the Christ, based on the Gospel of Mark. 
Edited by William R. Harper, Yale University, New Haven. 


STUDY V.—BEGINNINGS OF OPPOSITION. MARK 2:1-22. 


Resume of Studies I.-IV. 1. The ministry of John as a preparation for the Christ. 2. The early 
life of Jesus and the events which opened the way to his public ministry. 3. An outline 
of his life and work from the baptism to the events now to be considered. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read carefully Mark 2:1-22, and be able to make a definite statement upon each 
of the following points: 


. return to Capernaum (v. 1); 5. associates of Jesus (v. 15); 

. @ paralytic healed (vs. 2-12); 6. Jesus criticised; he replies (vs. 
. teaching by the sea (v. 13); 16,17) ; [22). 
. anew disciple (v. 14); 7. discussion about fasting (vs. 18- 


Il. The Material Compared. 


1. With vs. 1-22 cf. Mt. 9:2-17; Lk. 5:17-39. . 

2. Note in Matthew, 1) the brevity of the narrative of the miracle; 2) the multitude’s idea about 
Jesus, v. 8, “‘men”’; 3) the name Matthew, 9:9; 4) a characteristic addition, 9:18. 

3. Note in Luke, 1) the audience, 5:17; 2) the condition of Jesus, 5:17; 3) details about Levi, 
5:27-29. 

4. Note in both, 1) more definite statements about the opposition to Jesus, Mt. 9:4; Lk. 5:30; 
2) the fear of the people, Mt. 9:8; Lk. 5:26. 


Iii. The Material Explained. 


1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 


1) V.1. The house; i. e. of Peter, cf. 1:29. (Num. 23:5,16; Deut. 30:14; Isa. 2:3; 
2) V. 2. (a) Observe Mark’s characteristic de- etc.); and by the apostles (2 Tim. 4:2; 
tails which appear also in vs. 3,4. Do James 1:21; 1 Pet. 2:8). 
they suggest that here is the narra- 38) V.3. Man-sick-of-the-palsy; i. e. a paralytic. 
tive of an eye-witness? 4) V. 4. Note the phrases uncovered and broken 
(b) The word; (Mk. 16:20; Lk. 1:2; it up (lit. “* scooped it out”), and ob- 
Acts 8:4). Abbreviated term for the serve their appropriateness to an ori- 
gospel of the Kingdom of God; cf. ental dwelling. 
Mt. 13:19; note similar use in the O.T. 
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5) V. 5. 
6) V. 8. 


7) V. 9 
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Faith; (a) of whom? (b) in what? Il) V. 15. (a) Publicans ; cf. Lk. 3:18; 19:8; Mt, 
Perceiving, etc.; contrasted with the ; 5:46,47; 18:17; 21:32. From these and 
“reasoning” of the scribes, an im- other passages learn something of 
mediate and full spiritual insight; their business and social position 
What light on the intellect of Jesus? from the Jewish stand-point. 

(a) Is; emphatic. What was the un- (b) Sinners; either (1) merely foreign- 
derlying thought of the scribes ? ers, or (2) persons who did not strictly 


8) V. 10. (a) Son of Man; (cf. Dan. 7:13,14) (1) a observe the Jewish law, or (3) people 


title of the expected Christ, but not of vicious lives. 

in common use; (2) it emphasizes his (ce) Disciples; (1) first used here in 
lowliness and universal human rela- Mark to describe Jesus’ associates; 
tions; (8) it both reveals and conceals (2) meaning of the word; (3) whom 
that he is the Christ. did it here include? 

(b) Power ; note Jesus’ consciousness 12) V. 16. Pharisees; meaning of the word? 

of authority, cf. 1:22,27. 18) V. 18. (a) John’s disciples; (1) where was 


9) V. 18. (a) Sea-side; what sea? John? (2) how account for their 


(b) Multitude; describes a social class, union with the Pharisees in view of 
“the common people” (cf. 12:37). Mt. 3:7? (3) motives in their ques- 


10) V. 14. (a) Levi; (1) meaning of the name? tion? 


(2) another name, Mt. 9:9; (3) how (b) Were fasting; i. e. at the time of 
explain the fact of two names? cf. this feast. Reasons why Jesus and 
Mt. 16:17,18; Acts 13:9. (4) what prob- his disciples should fast; (1) either it 
ability of his previous acquaintance was a legal fast-day, or (2) as a mark 
with Jesus? of their piety. 

(b) place-of-toll ; custom-house; why 

needed in this region ? 


2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) The Miracle. Ys. 8-12. (a) From the material at hand seek to picture the 


whole scene as vividly as possible; (b) note in relation to the person healed, 
his disease and apparent physical condition; (c) study the word of forgive- 
ness (v. 5), and consider the possible inferences from it as to (1) the man’s 
mental and moral state, (2) the insight of Jesus, (3) the prominence of the 
spiritual element in his work; (d) observe the internal evidence for the 
miracle, (1) the opposition of the scribes silenced, (2) the feelings of the 
people (v. 12), (3) other possible arguments. 


2) First Principles. Vs. 17,19-22. (a) Note carefully the characteristics of these 


answers of Jesus as (1) indirect, (2) pictorial (cf. Lk. 5:36, “‘ parable’’), (3) 
comprehensive; (b) study each one as exhibiting some phase of Jewish 
life, e. g. (1) medicine, (2) marriage (explain these words as connected with 
a marriage, sons-of-the-bride-chamber,”’ ‘‘ bridegroom,” ‘‘ cannot fast,” ‘‘ shall- 
be-taken-away”’); (3) clothing (explain ‘ undressed,” “‘ fill it up,’ ** worse 
rent”); (4) making and keeping of wine; (c) decide whether these phrases 
have each a special meaning in the teaching which Jesus here conveys, and 
if so, note especially ‘ sick” (v.17), ‘‘ bridegroom” (v. 19, cf. John 3:29), 
** shall-be-taken-away ”’ (v. 20), ‘old garment” (v. 21), “‘new wine,” “‘ fresh 
wine-skins” (v. 22). (d) Study the whole (1) as answers to the criticisms of 
vs. 16,18; (2) as revealing the principles of Jesus concerning the persons he 
seeks, and his methods of dealing with them ; (3) as disclosing the spirit of 
the new company ; (4) as opposed to the prevailing religious ideas of the time. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Classify the material, as in previous “ studies,” under the following heads: (1) 


persons; (2) habits and customs; (8) institutions; (4) miracles; (5) impor- 
tant events; (6) characteristics of Jesus; (7) literary data. 


74 THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. 


2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement under the leading 
thought of Beginnings of Opposition, e. g.: 
Questions are raised in the course of the work of Jesus about his right (1) to 
forgive sins, (2) to associate with publicans and sinners and (3) to refrain 
from fasting. He answers the first by working a miracle of healing; the 
second, by the declaration that his mission is to call sinners; the third, by 
showing that fasting is not suited to the spirit of his disciples and would only 
injure their religious life. 


VY. The Material Applied. 


FastTine. 1. The spirit and purpose of fasting as a religious exercise. 2. Its rela- 
tion to the Christian life; 1) regarded as foreign to the spirit of Jesus, 
2) allowable and desirable in certain circumstances, 3) the great condition 
which regulates its use (vs. 19,20)—relation to Jesus Christ, 4) limitation 
of its practice, e. g. by health, duty, personal feelings, etc., 5) dangers both 
physical and spiritual in its exercise, 6) its relation to the religious needs 
of the present day. 


STUDY VI.—THE FIRST CONFLICTS. MARK 2:23-3:6. 


Resume. 1. Recall the occasions on which Jesus began to encounter opposition. 2. Mention the 
persons from whom it came. 3. Note the teachings of Jesus which were likely to arouse it. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read carefully Mk. 2:23-3:6, and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points: , 
1. Disciples pluck grain in the fields 
on the Sabbath (v. 23) ; 
2. Pharisees question (v. 24); 
8. Jesus replies (vs. 25-28) ; 


4. Jesus in the synagogue (ch. 3:1); 
5. Pharisees watch him (v. 2); 
6. a withered hand healed (vs. 3-5); 
7. plots against Jesus (v. 6). - 


II. The Material Compared. 


1. With 2:23-3:6, cf. Mt. 1221-14; Lk. 6:1-11. 

2. Observe additional points: 1) explanatory, Mt. 12:1,9,10,18; Lk. 6:1,6-8,11; 2) characteristic, 
Mt. 12:5-7 ; 3) another argument, Mt. 12:11,12. 

8. Review the order of events in Mk. 2:1-8:6, and note how Matthew follows a different order. 
Cf. Mt. 9:18-11:30. 


III. The Material Explained. 
1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 
1) V. 28. Ears of corn; (a) either wheat or bar- 4) V. 26. (a) Abiathar; (1) the historical diffi- 


ley; (b) both ripened in April. The 
time of the event may have been 
either just before or just after the 
Passover. 

Not lawful; (a) the three-fold action 
of the disciples, cf. Mt. 12:1; Lk. 6:1; 
(b) cf. Deut. 23:25; Ex. 16:25,26; 20:9,10, 
and determine what was the offense 
charged. 

What David did; (a) examine the his- 
tory referred to; (b) wherein lay the 
force of this argument? 

. 


culty here; (2) various explanations 
proposed ? 

(b) Shewbread; cf. Lev. 24:5-9. What 
reason for supposing this event to 
have occurred on the Sabbath ? 

(c) Gave to them; what added argu- 
ment here? 


5) Ch.8:1. The synagogue ; i. e. of Capernaum, 


ef. Mk. 1:21. 


. (a) Watched; a new attitude toward 


Jesus. 
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(b) Accuse; of what crime before and feeling and action, (3) they are them- 


what tribunal (cf. Mt. 26:59) ? selves responsible for it. 

* 1) V.5. (a) Looked round about; characteristic 8) V.6. (a) Herodians; (1) meaning of the 
detail of Mark. name, (2) a party opposed in politics 
(b) The human feelings of Jesus, (1) and doctrine to the Pharisees. 
anger, (2) grief, (3) compassion. (b) Destroy; cf. Ex. 31:15. 


(c) Hardening; (1) a process going on, 
(2) @ growing incapacity for right 


2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) The Sabbath. (a) Read Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17; 85:3; Num. 15:32-36; Deut. 
5:15, and consider the law of the Sabbath and the ground given there for its 
observance ; (b) gather, from whatever sources accessible, facts as to the 
existence of a Sabbath among other ancient peoples; (c) learn something of 
the method in which this law was interpreted and applied to social life by 
the Jewish teachers in the time of Jesus; (d) mark the relation of Jesus to 
this law, (1) superior to it, 2:28, (2) restoring its real purpose and giving 
its true interpretation, 2:27; 3:4 (cf. Lk. 14:2-6; 13:10-17), (3) making it, in 
certain respects, of none effect for himself and his disciples. 

2) The Miracle. Mk. 3:1-6 (and parallels). (a) Bring the scene in its details 
clearly and vividly before the mind; (b) the special characteristics of this 
miracle, (1) on the Sabbath, (2) without touch or direct command; (c) evi- 
dence for its reality in (1) the incurable nature of the ailment, (2) the atti- 
tude of the Pharisees before and after the event; (d) its purpose as (1) a 
proof of power, (2) an illustration of his teaching about the Sabbath, (3) a 
manifestation of mercy. 

3) Hostility to Jesus. (a) Compare this attitude and action of the scribes and 
Pharisees with their former relations to Jesus, cf. John 2:18; 4:1; Mk. 2:6, 
7,16,18; (b) causes for their present hostility (1) in the actions of Jesus (cf. 
John 5:16), (2) in his teachings, (3) in his claims; (c) how far this opposi- 
tion may be regarded as prompted by honest religious motives; (d) causes 
for the hostility of the Herodians; (e) significance of their union with the 
Pharisees against Jesus. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) persons; 2) 
historical allusions; 3) miracles; 4) teachings; 5) Jesus as man; 6) habits 
and customs; 7) institutions. 

2. Condense the material into the smallest possible compass, e. g.: 

1) § 1. ch. 2:23, On the way through the fields the disciples pluck grain. 

v. 24, Pharisees ask why they do this unlawful thing. 

v. 25, Jesus asks what David did when hungered. 

v. 26, He ate the shewbread and gave to his men. 

v. 27, The Sabbath was made for man. 

v. 28, So that the Son of Man is its lord. 
Jesus, defending his disciples accused of violating the Sabbath law by plucking grain, 
cites the similar action of David, claims the Sabbath for man and aaserts his own 
lordship over it. 

$2. ch. 3:1, Jesus is in a synagogue on the Sabbath with a man whose hand is withered. 

v.2, They watch to accuse him if he heals it. 

v.38, Jesus says to him, Stand forth. 

v. 4, Heasks them, Is it lawful todo good, to save life, or its opposite? They are silent. 


v.5, Looking at them with anger and grief for their attitude, he bids the man stretch 
forth his hand and it is healed. 
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v.6, Pharisees consult with Herodians to destroy him. 
Jesus, in a synagogue on the Sabbath before those watching to accuse him of Sabbath- 


breaking, claims the right to do good and then heals a withered hand. <Atonce counsel - 


is taken to destroy him. 


2) Let the student now seek to combine into a single condensed statement the 


essential ideas of 22 1 and 2. 
VY. The Material Applied. 


SABBATH OBSERVANCE. 1. Having ascertained the relation of Jesus to the Sab- 


bath law, seek to determine 1) how far those Christians are right who keep 
the Sabbath in obedience to the literal requirements of the law; 2) how 
far they are right who regard the Jewish law of the Sabbath as having 
ceased to be binding on Christians. 2. The need of a Sabbath rest both for 
man and beast. 3. The Christian idea of a Sabbath and the spirit of its 
observance. 4. Practical applications of these ideas to 1) different classes 
of people, e. g. working men, children, etc.; 2) different kinds of occupa- 
tions suitable for the Sabbath. 


STUDY VII—NEW METHODS. MARK 3:7-19a. 


Resume. 1. The attitude of Jesus toward the Jewish Sabbath. 2. Practical illustrations of this 


attitude given by Jesus and his disciples. 3. Resulting feelings and action of the Phar- 
isees. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read carefully Mk. 3:7-19a, and be able to make a definite statement upon each of 


1. 


the following points: 
Jesus withdraws to the sea; many 5. Jesus calls his disciples and or- 
follow (vs. 7,8); dains twelve; their work (vs. 


2. the attending boat (v.9);  [10); 13-15) ; 
3. 
4. witness of unclean spirits re- 


effect of his acts of healing (v. 6. their names (vs. 16-19). 


buked (vs. 11,12); 
II. The Material Compared. 


1. With Mk. 3:7-19 cf. Mt. 12:15-21; Lk. 6:12-19. Under the points of the above analysis gather 


all additional] material given in these parallel passages. 


2. With Mk. 3:16-19 cf. Mt. 10:2-4 5; Acts 1:18. 


Ill, The Material Explained. 
1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 


Withdrew ; (a) Why? Mt. 12:15; (b) 4) V. 9 Lest they throng him; was the pres- 
a@ permanent retirement from the sure of the crowd unpleasant to 
cities as the main field for his work. Jesus? 

(a) Let these countries be located 5) V.11. Son of God; a clearer testimony 
on the map. than in 1:24. 

(b) Things he did; Markemphasizes__ 6) V. 18. (a) The mountain; where? 

the doings of Jesus. (b) He himself would; i. e. implying 


8) Vs. 9-12. Observe the many details given in deliberate choice on the part of 


Mark alone. Jesus, cf. John 6:70; 15:16. 
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name; (2) probability of his being 


the same person as Nathaniel, cf. 11) V.19. 


John 1:45-49; 21:2. 


1 V.14. Send-forth; the same root-word as (b) Thomas; another name (John 
in “apostle.” 11:16). 

8) V.16. Surnamed; cf. John 1:42, (c) Alphowus ; (1) cf. 2:14; (2) if the 

9) V.17. Boanerges; appropriateness of the same person, note the relation of 
name; cf. Lk. 9:54; Mk. 9:38; 10:37. James and Matthew. 

10) V.18. (a) Bartholomew ; (1) meaning of the (d) Cananwan; (1) meaning; (2) an- 


other term in Lk. 6:15. . 
Iscariot ; (1) meaning; (2) national- 
ity of Judas (Josh. 15:20,25). 


2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) Jesus and the Multitudes. Vs. 7-12. (a) Observe the wide extent of Jesus’ 
fame; (b) consider the probable motives of the crowds that sought him, 
e. g. (1) curiosity, (2) healing, (3) instruction, (4) other motives (John 6:26 ; 
Mk. 7:1,2); (c) distinguish between the multitudes and the disciples (Mt. 
12:46,49; Mk. 3:9; 4:10, etc.), (1) not all who sought him were accepted (Mt. 
8:19; Lk. 9:61,62), (2) conditions of discipleship (Lk. 14:26,27,33); (d) in 
view of Lk. 6:17; John 6:66, were there many disciples ? 

2) The Twelve. Vs. 18-19. (a) Study the occasion of this organization as found 
in (1) the recent outbreak of hostility, (2) the growing fame of Jesus; (b) 
the significance in the number appointed (Mt. 19:28; Lk. 22:30); (c) ob- 
serve the characteristics of the twelve, individually and as a body, e. g. (1) 
nationality, (2) education, (3) social position, (4) personal traits, (5) relations 
to one another; (d) reasons for the choice of such men, whether (1) neces- 
sity, (2) their former relations to Jesus, (3) they are preferred by reason of 
their characters ; (e) their relation to Jesus (vs. 14,15); (f) estimate some of 
the advantages of this new company, e. g. (1) the personal influence and 
teaching of Jesus concentrated on them, (2) a nucleus formed for the larger 
body of disciples, (3) opportunity for more extended preaching of the Gospel, 

(4) a body of witnesses to Jesus after his death. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Classify the material under the following heads: 1) places; 2) institutions; 3) 
persons; 4) important events; 5) literary data; 6) Jesus as more than man. 
2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement. 
$1. =v. 17, Jesus retires to the sea with a multitude from Galilee. 
v. 8, The fame of his deeds attracts many from other parts. 
The fame of Jesus attracts multitudes to his retreat by the sea. 
$2.  v. 9, A boat is to attend him lest they crowd upon him. 
v. 10, His healings cause many sick to crowd upon him. 
v. 11, Demoniacs worship and say, Thou art the Son of God. 
v. 12, He forbids them to make him known. 
A boat is to attend him, for the sick crowd upon him to be healed and the demoniacs 
acknowledge him against his will. 


$$ 1,2, JESUS BY THE SEA ATTRACTS MULTITUDES, AND TO AVOID THE CROWD OF THEIR 


SICK AND THE DEMONIACS WHOSE TESTIMONY HE FORBIDS, HE IS ATTENDED BY A 
BOAT. 


$3  v. 13, From the mountain he calls certain ones to him. 


vs. 14, 15, He appoints twelve men to be with him and to be sent forth for preaching 
and healing. 
v. 16, Simon surnamed Peter. 
v.17, James and John, sons of Zebedee, surnamed Boanerges. 
v.18, Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphseus, 
Thaddeus, Simon Canansean. 
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v. 19a, Judas Iscariot, the betrayer. 
On the mountain he appoints twelve men as companions and apostles. 


8§ 1-8, Jesus by the sea is attended by a boat because of the thronging crowds that seek healing 
and appoints twelve men as companions and apostles. 


VY. The Material Applied. 
“FELLOWSHIP WITH JEsUS. 1. The means by which the twelve were trained. 
2. Elements of this fellowship of Jesus which made it helpful. 8. How we 


may share in this fellowship. 4. Its purpose—to fit men to help others. 
5. How to exert this helpful influence. 


STUDY VIII.—FALSE REPORTS. MARK 3:19b-35. 


Resume. 1. Mention changes in the methods of Jesus. 2. Reasons for these changes. 3. Give 
the names of the twelve. 4. State the purpose of Jesus in appointing them. 


I. The Material Analyzed. 


Read carefully Mk. 3:19b-35 and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points: 
1. Multitudes throng the house 4. he replies in parables (vs. 23-30) ; 
where Jesus is (v. 20); 5. his relatives come seeking him 
2. actions and words of his friends (vs. 81,32) ; 
(v. 21); 6. true relationship to Jesus ex- 
8. scribes slander him (v. 22) ; plained by him (vs. 33-35). 


II. The Material Compared. 


. With Mk. 3:20-85 cf. Mt. 12:22-50; Lk. 11:14-86; 8:19-21. 

. Observe the sections parallel with Mk.,i. e. Mt. 12:22-82,46-50; Lk. 11:14-22; 8:19-21. Note 
matter, 1) relating to place and time; 2) another argument; Mt. 12:27; 3) other details; Mt. 
12:32,49; Lk. 8:19. 

8. Observe the context, omitted in Mark, i.e. Mt. 12:33-45; Lk. 11:28-36; compare these sec- 
tions of Matthew and Luke. 

4. Note that after Mk. 3:19, the “Sermon on the Mount,” given in Lk. 6:20-49; Mt. 5-7 is 
omitted. 

. Conclusions: 1) Mark gives details of the actions, but omits many of the sayings of Jesus, cf. 
MK. 3:8; 2) all three narratives similar, yet independent of one another. 


III. The Material Explained. 
1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 


1) V. 20. (a) A house; i. e. in Capernaum. (b) Holy Spirit; (1) which Jesus 
(b) Again; cf. Mk. 1:33; 2:2,13; 3:7. claimed to possess; (2) and they called 
2) V. 21. (a) Friends; i. e. relatives, cf. v. 31. an unclean spirit, cf. v. 30. 
(b) Lay hold; a strong term implying (c) eternal sin; either (1) involving 
a forcible seizure. eternal continuance in sin, or (2) bring- 
(c) said; lit. “kept saying,’’ soin v. 22. ing eternally abiding guilt, cf. Num. 
(d) beside himself; i. e. insane. 15:30,31. 
3) V. 22. Beelzebub; meaning ? 7) V. 80. Said; i. e. ‘kept saying,” cf. other oc, 
4) V. 28. (a) Parables; i. e. illustrations, analo- casions, Mt. 9:34; John 7:20; 8:48,52; 
gies. 10:20. 
(b) How, etc.; statethe argumenthere. 8) V. 31. Standing without; why ? cf. Lk. 8:19. 
5) V. 27. What additional argument is given? 9) V. 84. Looking round; characteristic of Mk. 


6) V. 29. (a) Blaspheme; i. e. “‘ speak slander.” 
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2. GENERAL TOPICS. 


1) The Scribes.* (a) Gather up all the material previously given in relation to 
the scribes; (b) from all accessible sources learn something of (1) their 
origin, (2) their history, (8) their occupation; (c) Jesus’ relation to the 
scribes (1) points of resemblance, (2) elements of opposition. 

2) The Relatives of Jesus. (a) Their number and names (cf. Lk. 2:48; Mt!13:55, 
56); (b) what may be inferred as to the disappearance of Joseph from the 
narrative; (c) note the three views concerning his ‘“ brethren,” (1) later 
sons of Joseph and Mary, cf. Lk 2:7, but also John 19:26,27, (2) sons of 
Joseph by a former wife, (3) cousins, sons of his mother’s sister; (d) their 
opinion of Jesus and his work, (1) they are acquainted with the promises con- 
cerning him, Lk. 2:19,51, (2) unbelief in his methods and ideas, John 7:3-6, 

(3) the motive of their action in Mk. 3:21; (e) their relation to Jesus and 

his work afterwards, cf. John 19:25; Acts 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:7; Gal. 1:19. 


IV. The Material Organized. 


1. Classify the material under the following heads: 1) persons; 2) teachings; 3) 
literary data; 4) Jesus’ manner of teaching. 
2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement : 
$1. v.19b, He enters a house. 
v. 20, Multitudes keep them too busy to eat. 
v. 21, Friends would restrain him saying, ‘‘ He is mad.” 
His intense activity makes friends think him mad and they wish to restrain him. 
$2. v.22, Scribes say, He has Beelzebub and so casts demons out. 
v. 23, He replies, ‘‘How can Satan cast out Satan?” 
v. 24, “* A divided kingdom cannot stand.”’ 
v. 25, ‘A divided house cannot stand.”’ 
v. 26, ‘‘Satan, opposed to himself, is destroyed.”’ 
vs. 23-26, ‘Satan would not destroy his own power.” 
v. 27, “ But first bind the strong man before spoiling his goods.” 
vs. 23-27, ‘‘ Not Satan, but another than Satan would destroy his power.” 
v. 28, “All sins and blasphemies of men shall be forgiven.” 
v. 29, “Except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” 
v. 80, Because they said, He has an unclean spirit. 


vs. 28-30, Because of what they said (he added), ‘‘ Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is 
never forgiven.” 
vs. 23-30. Another than Satan must be destroying his power; beware of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit, which is never forgiven. 
He replies to scribes who explain his power as from Satan. Satan would be 
destroyed by another than himself; beware of blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit, which is never forgiven. 


2,8. HIS INTENSE ACTIVITY IS ASCRIBED BY HIS FRIENDS TO INSANITY, AND THE SCRIBES | 
EXPLAIN HIS POWER OVER DEMONS AS FROM SATAN. HE SAYS THAT ANOTHER 
THAN SATAN WOULD DESTROY SATAN, AND WARNS THEM OF AN UNPARDONABLE 
SIN AGAINST THE HOLy SPIRIT. 


$4. v.81, His relatives seek him. 
v. 82, He is told that they are without. 
v. 33, He asks, Who are they ? 
v. 84, He looks around saying, Behold them!— 
v. 35, They are those who do God’s will. 
When told that his relatives are seeking him he declares that these about him who do 
God's will are his kinsfolk. ; 


* See Smith’s Bib. Dictionary, Art. Scribes. 
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144. He is opposed 1) by his relatives who think him mad and would restrain him; 2) by the 
scribes who call his power satanic. He first tells the scribes that another than Satan 
would destroy Satan, and warns them of an unpardonable sin against the Holy Spirit. 
Second, he declares of his relatives that those who do God’s will are his kinsfolk. 


Y. The Material Applied. 


The Family. 1. The family as an institution founded and blessed by God. 2. 
Love for family, a natural instinct in its members, and divinely com- 
manded. 3. The teaching of Jesus concerning the family: 1) the true basis 
of filial and fraternal love; 2) what obligations are superior to those of the 
family and when the latter should be made subordinate; cf. Lk. 2:49; 
Mt. 8:21,22; 10:37. 4. The spirit and life of a Christian family; cf. Eph. 
5:22-6:9, etc. 
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